Build: Construction
a learning experience

B Continued from A1
Beginning in September and continuing
through mid-January, Jase and s class of 18
ollsrmdenuﬁommﬂccnywmud
full-ume on a project for Habitat for Human-
ity. What started as an empty ot is now a
nearly finished 900-square-foot home. The
keys will be turned over 1o a family any day
m ‘lbeGnde 12 studeats did the framing

studmsswelasinm»

DO!K ld and
and Al Dudley of Habitat
Humanity selected him as
oneoﬂleumeme

it's l%ﬂl‘&pﬂt

Ham&onfumhemo '
hours of experience he has
as an apprentice. The HCAP
students were on the job from 8:30 am., until
4 p.m., Monday to Friday, from early fall
tod\eblu:léofwlnulasem
one of rst 10 amive each day, Jeaving his
family bogne in Lakewood at 7:45 a.m. and
driving across the city, getting to the site &
the west end of 18th Street by 8:15 am. so
he had time to shovel the froat walk for the
others if it had snowed ovemight.
"] guess | was a keener,"” he says.
“1 had to wire the breaker box one day.
I'm standing there, 100 wires over my head,
lm‘:negvalllmw:aolaemmlyhlmcleclami
I stood there all day
lunch and over the breaks — but [ got "er
done. [ was proud of myself thart day.
“You get home and you're tired and dirty.
It's fun, though. I like fixing things, building
things, gesting my hands dirty. I'd rather be
outside than in the classroom.”
Says lus father Rich: “He's a hard-working
kid.m:hmmkid.ﬂz'sapodtid."

pauses.
“He still leaves his roomamess. .. "

Jase's parents were at the HCAP wind-up
banquet. When Jase was honoured as car-
peater of the year and received a $300 bur-
suyfranmeo,ywcouldmsaylhey
glowed. Then again, the award shouldn't '
have come as & surprise 10 them. Hadn't Jase
told his folks from the outset last
Inplumdmmnmngthehlmy"Oweln

goax.wasamusthloehlmtoharmw
away

Hehsdoneeumuonhefom.ﬁebuilt
a big dock at Emma Lake and helped dad
put a two-bedroom addi-
tion on the family's cabin,
He has even built a house
before, this dating back two
summers ago to when he
was 16 and he worked on a
new home in Stonebridge.
That same summer he joined
a deck building crew: “Saw-
ing, painting — we made 9%
decks.” he says. “I counted.”

For work last summer Jase
fixed taps and hauled appli-
ances ind did other property
management chores for his dad, who is a
brokerlowner with Coldwell Banker, deal-
ing in both residential and commercial real
estate.

So the things Jase learmed during the
mwﬁhmm’t:mym.
Yet it was somehow different. HCAP not
only tapped into his interests, it
his talent, In trade work he found satisfac-
tion. In framing and wiring especially he
drew inspiration.

“What it did for his self-esteem, wow,”
says Rich. “He holds his head up a little
more now.”

Says Jase: "This has opened up so many
opportunities for me. There is a whole world
out there now.

“I've leamed I can do more than | thought
I could, I have more confidence for sure.
Before, I always stood back, but with this, |
was nght in there.”

Four moaths outside the classroom were,
in a word, an cducation.
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