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O Architect J.S. Archibald of
Montreal designed the French Cha-
teau-style building, while contractor
i Smith Bros. & Isonandanarmy
% .~ of 41 subcontractor firms built the
},..‘9 structure. It is estimated the project
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cost $3 million.

(y O Construction on the hote] was
completed in 1933; however, finan-
“ g cial restraints during the Depression
‘ degl;a the opening until Dec. 10,
41

1 The opening was celebrated
with a luncheon for 350 business

and professional men and a suj
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 When the hotel a guest

. could rent a room from $3 a da
and get a meal at the cafeteria for as
| little as 25 cents.
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|, Facts and figures
' QThe hotel was named after Vere
\ Brabazon Posonby, the ninth Earl
of Bessborough and the Governor
.. General of Canada between 1931
 and 1935,
. O Original bricks for the hotel
came from the Dominion Firebrick

Co. L1d. of Cla while original
tiles for the building were supplied
- by International Clay Products of
Estevan,
O The first reglstered guest of -
 the hotel was Horace Stovin, a

. radio station operator based out of
Y cown i Regina. The Besshorough's lounge
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work at the hotel when “z:]pp
gl in I9'ﬁ.butonly 150 people were
hired. Staff dormitories were
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—SP Pnato by Greg Pander (abave): File Phota (right)
The landmark Delta Bessborough Hotel as it appears
today and (right) during construction in the early 1930s
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located on the ninth fioor.
1 b Sth cal ; Q The seventh and eighth f
celebrating its 75th y NP o
1 X % ' ting station during the Second
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(J Today, the hotel employs about
180 people 1o service its 225 guest

The hotel is set to announce anniversary celebration plans
F and 12 meeting rooms.

— and & fundraising partnership with Habitat for Humanity
~ at an event at the Bessborough today.

“An architectural landmark does:]n ; in itself define a cn;y.lbul Hidden treasures
what it can be is a touchstone that helps create a sense of place, 53
It can be the focal point of pride for a community.” he said. O The Bessborough's tower —a

ike its grand cousins across the country, the story of the
Delta Bessborough Hotel starts with a national railway
company looking to build a majestic hotel with a view.
But what makes the local landmark different from the other
Canadian National Railway-built hotels is the community spirit

that Jobbied for the construction of the Prairie palace, pushed With the help of Tumball. the hotel’s sales and markel- cover for the old coal smokestack
(f]mi the ogcnmg ofcldhchlzcssborlﬂwgfhu:ﬁcr yfars o&ﬁnanut;l ing director Slgfan Deprez and the staff at Frances Morrison andl cunel ‘:":d':z 'lhr m;‘f‘}'ggﬂ; -
YL A0 SUparc %m( I A L]asteon s S Library’s local history room, The StarPhoenix has compiled a &l = gnuem e
%ﬁa‘l“rlg‘]ﬁ years, said the hotel’s ge nxahages, Andee list of interesting facts and folklore about the city’s most famou p:xglgyn;e::ster ohn Diefenbak
“When you think of this hotel bon in the Depression and still ~ OVilding. asked to be taken 10 the (op of the
dominating the landscape today, you can imagine what it must = oy tower on one of his many visits to
have meant . ... on Dec. 10, 1935, when finally the grand open-  In the beginning the hotel to sign the highest point of
ing, (was held) and how much that must have symbolized the Q Plans for the hotel started in 1928. Sir Henry Thomton,  the building. His signature remains

end of one of the most difficult periods of time for this proy-
ince,” said Tumbull.

As the diamond anniversary of the hotel approaches, it's
time to reflect on what the Bessborough means to Saskatoon,
Tumbull said.

then president of the Canadian National Railway, told the city
the hotel “will be consistent in size and character with require-
ments of (an) enterprising and progressive city.”
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in the tower to this day.

U During renovations in 2000,
contractors uncovered an original
painted plaster relief over the door-
way in the interior of the Battleford
Room. It is believed the work of art
— which denicts drasons fanking

covered in the 1960s during a mod-
ernization of the hotel.

QJ Another hidden gem was found
at the Bessborough during reno-
vations in 2003. Two chandelier
medallions were found on the roof
of the William Pascoc Room when
a dropped ceiling was removed. The
plaster moulds were strengthened
with horse hair.

3 In the mid-2000s, former hotel
manager George McCabe returned
a large oak mechanical clock he had
purchased from the Bessborough
several years earlier. The clock is
now displayed in the Signature Club
Lounge.

Celebrity guests

J Famous comedian Bob Hope
often stayed at the hotel after
playing rounds of goif in Wask-
esiu — one of the star's favourite
courses.

J Another funngoman Bill Cosby,
stayed at the Bess ugh in more
recent times. At the guest’s request,
Cosby was brought fresh croissants
from Christie's Mayfair Bakery in
the mornings. Cosby later men-
tioned the pastry in his act as
the best be had ever tasted.

%il Clgnlmdh;lvl:: rockers The Tragi-
u: requested to play in

ﬁc s%otou ardens and last
dld soin July 2007.

(J Over time, the hotel has played
host Lo numerous celebrities, such
as Liberace, Princess Margarex. Jim
Nabors and Marie Osmond.

Myths and mysteries
Q Have you heard the one about
tunnels beneath the Bessborough?
It's true, but it’s not as interesting as
might be imagined. The tunnel was
built in the 1970s, connecting the
hotel with the Avord Tower ucross
the street. The tunnel is still used
infrequently for parking purposes.

3 Although some would argue
otherwise, the construction of the
hotel was not a Depression-cra
make-work project. Canadian
National Railway decided to build
the castle on the river prior to run-
ning into financial trouble in the
1930s.

0 Several stories suggest the
hotel plays host to a ghost or two,
One tale says a bellman slipped and
fell while dragging luggage down
the stairs, cracking the marble floor
with his skull. Other stories tell of
a ghostly man wearing a fedora
%r:cung dpcuplc on the convention

mysterious piano play-
ing coming from the eighth floor.
Hotel management say they haven't
yet encountered any z{\osts on any
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