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Two families

By Luke Simcoe
of The StarPheenix

As if being given the keys (o their own
Habitat for Humanity home wasn't proof
mough of Saskarchewan's  hospitality.
Suleiman Salma's family was ako handed
i Tim Hortoas coffee maker to go with
heir new digs.

The Salmas, who inomigraied to Saska-
oon four years 020 to escape the turmoil
n their native Sucen, were one of two
familics presented with homes at a dedica-
ion ceremony Friday at W.P. Bate Com-
nunity School. The houses are Jocuted
ocks away [rom the school on [8th
Street West.

“This home will change my life and
ny family's life," Salma said 1n an emo-
ioaal acce ech. "It will give us a
zhance to be part of this community™

Community is & big part of Habitat for
Humemity, says Alan Funk, the bosrd chair
in Saskatoon. Habitat partners with local
ausinesses and individuals, as well as vari-
us levels of government, to provide safe
and affordable howsing to families for
whom home ownership 1s out of reach.

Once approved by the organization, suc-
2essful applicants volunteer 500 hours
wilh Habitat to help build their own home
and others like it. Once the houses are
complete, candidates are mven the keys
and am interest-free mortgage. “It’s a hand
up, not a handoul.” said Funk.

With the recent spike in housing costs in
Suskatoon, the local branch of Habitat has
been fielding more applications than ever,
The organization has had to stop accepling
applications until the new year, says office
manager Sharon Prediger.

Candidates are pre-screened on the basis
of ncod, ability 1 pay a morgage and
willingness to volunteer with Habitat's
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construction teams, With the housing situ-
ation the way it is in Saskatooa, Predager
says if Habua relaxed the requirements
for applicants, it would be akin to “open-
ing the floodgates.”

Both Funk and Prediger said they would
like more help from the provicial and
muhicipal governments in tenms of cover-
g land costs for Habitat homes

onservative MP Kelly Block presented
Salma with blankets, Justice Minaster Don
Morgan gave him a set of fire extinguish-
ers and Saskatoon Mayor Don Atchison
offered him a malbox. “Now you cun
ges all the bills from the city.” the mayor
joked

Salma said his family — ncluding his
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Suleiman Salma and his two-year-old daughter, Amani,
are the proud owners of a newly built Habitat for Humanity home

wife Nawal and their four children. aged
wo to 11 — is excited about moving out
of the small apartment they've been shar-
ing for the past few years,

's also looking forward w© getiing
some rest and spending more time with
his family. Salma, who hokds a law degree
from Sudan, drives a taxi in the city at
might arnd many of his days have been
spent fulfilling his 500-hour comrmitment
to Habitat.

Although his new home is hardly luxu-
rious, he says s a big step up from the
kind of house he lived in when he was in
Sudan, “There's no comparison,” he said
with a smile
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